MONITORING ROCK CLIMBING EQUIPMENT

___________________________________________________

RATIONALE
ALL equipment is visually checked before each occasion it is used, as it is being issued.  This is the responsibility of the leader running the climbing session.  The Club management group should be informed of any damaged or lost equipment.  Any equipment which is in a dangerous state should be removed from use immediately. 

__________________________________________________________________________

The Club management group checks all climbing equipment for signs of wear and tear every 4 months. Each time equipment is checked, a note is made in this log book, dated and signed.

We will comply with manufacturers guidelines on specified maximum life for equipment except where wear and tear necessitates an earlier replacement. Replacement dates of any new equipment put into stock are recorded in this log. 

ROPES
Ropes should be inspected for wear – both visually and by feeling for internal damage, If in any doubt, the rope should be treated as damaged and scrapped or cut as appropriate. Ropes should be washed when necessary in the washing machine, cool wash and no detergents!! 

SLINGS

Checked for wear and tear, scrapped if significant nicks or cuts.

HARNESSES AND BELTS 
Belay loops / attachment points must be examined carefully and the harness retired if necessary. Frays or abraded bar tacking at strong points on the harness are potentially unsafe - any harness showing this should be removed and replaced.

KARABINERS
All krabs must be inspected for physical wear (eg nicks and burrs) and a smooth, positive gate action with no play.  WD40 can be used to lubricate gate mechanisms if necessary.  Krabs should be rinsed in fresh water after any exposure to salt water.

Any krabs dropped a long way should be carefully inspected for damage - if in doubt they should be scrapped. 

HELMETS
Check straps and cradle as well as the outer shell for wear and cracks. The year in which they must be replaced is logged.  

RACKS

Before and after each use they must be inspected by the leader using them. Camming devices should be checked for a smooth action and lubricated where necessary.

ABSEIL AND BELAY DEVICES

Fig. of eights should be inspected for wear and sharp edges, especially if dropped from a height. Belay devices should be inspected for wear and cracks.

