MONITORING UNDERGROUND EQUIPMENT

RATIONALE

ALL equipment is visually checked before each occasion it is used, as it is being issued.  This is the responsibility of the leader running the underground session.  The Club management group should be informed of any damaged or lost equipment.  Any equipment which is in a dangerous state should be removed from use immediately.                 _____________________________________________________________  

The Club management group  checks all equipment for signs of wear and tear every half term. Each time equipment is checked, a note is made in this log book, dated and signed.

We will comply with manufacturers guidelines on specified maximum life for equipment except where wear and tear necessitates an earlier replacement. Replacement dates of any new equipment put into stock are recorded in this log. 

ROPES

Ropes should be washed when necessary in the washing machine, cool wash only! Every four months all ropes are run through the hand for a visual and tactile inspection. 

Note inspections in the log.

BELTS

Belts should be checked for wear to the material or buckle. Significantly worn belts should be replaced.   

Note inspections in the log.

HELMETS

Check straps and cradle as well as the outer shell for signs of wear and cracks.

Unsafe helmets must be scrapped.

Note inspections in the log.

LADDERS AND SPREADERS
All ladders and spreaders should be inspected for any frayed wires, general damage, or rusting of cables. A single strand can be cut if frayed, but if the fray is significant the ladder should be replaced.  Any rope used as a releasable extension to the ladder should be inspected for wear and replaced as necessary.

Note inspections in the log.

BOLTS

All bolts should be visually inspected for any signs of cracks and rough edges. Any signs of cracks or deformity mean they should be scrapped. 

Bolt threads should be inspected to ensure they have not been cross-threaded at any time. If so they should be scrapped.  

Note inspections in the log.

LAMPS

Batteries should be recharged after each trip by the leader who has used them and removed from the charger after charging. 

Any batteries or lamps that don’t work should be left in the repair box with a note detailing the problem for the member of staff responsible for underground equipment to repair.

FX lamps need the cable checking for any breaks and replaced as necessary.  Bulbs are checked and replaced as necessary.  It is not necessary to have side lights working, just main beams.

Every 2 months all lamps should be fully discharged and re-charged by the Club management group. 

Annually every battery should be checked to record how many hours light it holds on a full charge.

Note inspections in the log.

EMERGENCY KIT

The equipment in the emergency kit is checked every 2 months and replaced as necessary.  Any equipment used by the leader should be notified to the Club management group on return to base. Note inspections in the log.

