MONITORING CANOEING EQUIPMENT 

RATIONALE

ALL equipment is visually checked before each occasion it is used, as it is being issued.  This is the responsibility of the leader running the canoeing session.  The Club management group should be informed of any damaged or lost equipment.  Any equipment which is in a dangerous state should be removed from use immediately. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Club management group checks all canoeing equipment for signs of wear and tear every 4 months. Each time equipment is checked, a note is made in this log book, dated and signed.

We will comply with manufacturers guidelines on specified maximum life for equipment except where wear and tear necessitates an earlier replacement. Replacement dates of any new equipment put into stock are recorded in this log. 

BUOYANCY AIDS

All buoyancy aids should be visually inspected every four months for tears, undone stitching, drawstrings, tapes or buckles missing or damaged, zips not in good working order. 

Buoyancy aids are tested on a sample basis annually to check that they support a minimum weight.  If any do not meet this standard they should be retired from use immediately. Relevant weights for different sizes of b. aids are as follows:

	Size
	Test Weight (kg)

	XXS and XS
	3.85 

	S and M 
	4.5 

	L
	5 

	XL and XXL
	5.5


Note inspections on the log.

CAGOULES

All cagoules should be checked for signs of broken or rotten stitching, tears, holes or worn lining. Any cagoules with these faults should be put in for repair or replaced. 

Note inspections on the log. 
HELMETS

Check straps and buckles for signs of wear and tear. Any padding should be checked for security. The outer shell should be checked for signs of wear and cracks. Unsafe helmets must be discarded.

Note inspections on log.

SPRAYDECKS

All spraydecks should be checked to ensure that the release strap is securely attached at both ends. They should be checked for tears, holes and excessive wearing round the edges. Any spraydecks that are beyond repair should be replaced.

Note inspections on the log.

PADDLES

Check for broken, chipped or sharp edges. Check canoe paddles for loose handles. Check plastic coverings for paddle shafts are not badly split and that shafts are not dented.  Any seriously damaged paddles should be discarded. 

Note inspections on the log.
TOWLINES / THROWLINES

These should be run through the hand for a visual and tactile inspection. Any damage to the line means it should be discarded.   

Note inspections on the log.

KAYAKS

All kayaks should have the following safety features as standard:

· Full plate footrest

· Fixed end grabs

· Inherent buoyancy in the form of either central pillar buoyancy or air bags or a combination. N.B. It is the duty of any instructor running a kayaking session to ensure that all of the air bags are inflated
before getting on the water.

· Keyhole or large cockpits                           

The boats should be checked every four months to ensure that all of these safety features are in place and working effectively.

Any drainage plugs should be checked to make sure they are properly in place and functioning effectively and attached.

CANOES

All canoes should have:

· Painters fore and aft

· Securely fixed seats, yoke and thwarts

· Buoyancy either as end blocks or bags, or central inner tube.

· Four monthly checks for wear and tear

