	Activity
	generic risk assessment – piste Skiing/snowboarding 

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Falls, collisions
· Snow blindness

· Cold related injuries
· Sports injuries

· Effects of altitude

· Avalanches

· Accommodation – fire

· Alcohol / drug abuse

· Accommodation - balconies

· Child protection issues – unsuitable contact / abuse

	Control Measures

	· Appropriate runs / area of slope used according to ability of young people

· Helmets should be considered (in many resorts now mandatory) 

· Pupils must not be allowed to ski unsupervised. 

· Young people should be made familiar with the 'Skiway Code'

· Only qualified individuals to adjust bindings
· The use of mittens or gloves, long sleeved protective clothing and eye protection is essential.
· Before commencement of the session, it is recommended that pupils should ‘warm up’

· Height of resort / upper slopes carefully considered in choice of venue

· Individuals monitored regularly 

· Gradual acclimatization over period of days if required

· Ensure adequate fluid intake

· Any individual showing signs of altitude problems to descend immediately and medical advice sought
· Group ski within piste area and follow any advice / requirements at resort re. areas to avoid

· Adequate fire detection, alarm and evacuation systems in place

· Fire drill practice carried out for whole group on arrival

· Rules re. smoking and naked flames in rooms understood by all group members

· Young people, staff and parents / guardians aware that drugs / alcohol not permitted

· Young people / parents / guardians understand sanctions if alcohol / drug rules are broken

· Accommodation selected without balconies or group briefed and supervised re. dangers of balconies

· Accommodation and timing of visit chosen to minimize risk of ‘stranger danger’ 

· Security of accommodation and bathroom facilities appropriate for group

	Notes

	· At least one of the party leaders must hold the SCO Award and have 5 years of experience.  Visit leaders are strongly advised to hold the Alpine Ski Leaders Award (formerly the SCOII).  Ski tour companies may offer attendance on these courses in place of inspection visits.  

· Visit leaders are advised to opt for full instructional provision of 4 or 5 hours per day.

· The use of helmets with novice skiers is increasing annually.  There are arguments for and against but perceived good practice changes over time; in future the use of helmets for young people may be the norm. Parents may wish to make an informed choice as to whether or not their children wear helmets.

· Accidents on skiing visits often happen outside of skiing activities.  Tobogganing, sledging, ‘poly bagging’ and ice skating all have their own associated safety issues which should be carefully considered before inclusion in a programme.

· Serious accidents and fatalities have occurred as a result of misuse of hotel balconies.  Balconies also present possible unauthorised entry and exit points for pupils and /or unwelcome visitors. 
· Staff supervised ski sessions: The following guidelines must be applied:
· Most staff supervised sessions will usually take place following formal instructional sessions, normally towards the end of a skiing day.  It is essential to recognise the likelihood of fatigue and plan accordingly.
· Sessions should only be undertaken on local, easy slopes familiar both to students and leaders, and should be of short duration.
· Where skiing is supervised from a static position, then that teacher should have sight of the whole slope and ski tow and pupils that fail to ski under control be excluded from the session. 
· Under no circumstances should groups be taken off piste, on pistes unfamiliar to students or leaders or on expeditions from piste to piste.
· Most staff will not be qualified to instruct and should avoid any attempt to introduce new skills.
· Teachers who wish to ski with their groups beyond the definitions above should hold the Alpine Ski Course Leader Award. 


