	Activity
	generic risk assessment – Camping

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff : pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Fire - burns & scalds
· Weather - hypothermia / Hyperthermia
· Slips, trips and falls
· Excessive loads – head injuries from falls with heavy sacks
· Environmental damage by group – fires, pollution
· Micro-organisms - sickness / hygiene related illness
· Abuse / inappropriate contact with strangers

	Control Measures

	· Group trained and supervised in correct use of stoves 

· Group briefed in danger of fire near tents and safe storage and packing of fuel

· Fuel kept well away from lit stoves

· Group trained to check stoves are definitely out prior to re-fuelling 

· Staff keep matches / lighters

· Liquid fuel bottles (eg trangia fuel) must be fitted with non-return valves

· Gas canisters must have self-sealing valves

· Adequate separation between tents (>3m if possible)

· Running and ball games prohibited in the vicinity of stoves and tents

· Serviceable tents, sleeping bags and ground insulation

· Careful selection of campsite taking into consideration other users, likelihood of flooding

· Rucksacks packed to ensure individuals can cope with weight

· Venue chosen to reduce risk of starting wild fire

· Open fires not permitted 

· Group briefed about danger of illness and trained in camp hygiene

· Group briefed on methods to sterilize water / how to find ‘safe’ natural drinking water

· Group trained in environmentally sound washing and toilet procedures

· Venue and timing of visit chosen to minimize risk of inappropriate contact with strangers

	Notes

	· There is a perceived risk of groups lowland camping being vulnerable to intrusion by unwanted visitors.
· Different upland or ecologically sensitive areas may have their own policy regarding the management of human waste and it would be prudent to check this prior to the trip.
· With fixed camps, the kitchen area is particularly at risk and should have its own water and sand buckets to hand.


