	Activity
	generic risk assessment - Mountain walking, winter conditions

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Terrain – slips, trips and falls
· Cold related injuries
· Avalanches
· Snow blindness
· Unplanned benightment
· Stone fall
· Lightning

	CONTROL MEASURES

	· Appropriate method used to safeguard crossing of iced sections 

· Group equipped and trained in the use of ice axe and crampons 

· Spare gloves, hats and fleece recommended

· Detailed weather history known and avalanche report obtained if available

· Leader(s) competent in identifying likely avalanche-prone slopes

· Route chosen to avoid avalanche prone slopes

· Eye protection carried

· Torches carried to allow group to get off the hill after dark

· Careful consideration of route / activity to minimise risk of unplanned benightment

· Appropriate equipment carried to allow whole group to shelter overnight in emergency

· Group trained in bivvy techniques

· Careful route selection to minimise risk of stone fall

· Group briefed on hazards and methods to reduce risk (e.g. procedure on scree slopes, scrambling sections)

· Group briefed to warn others if rock dislodged and action to take if warning heard

· Detailed weather forecast obtained and a ‘weather eye’ kept on conditions during activity

· Escape routes planned in case sudden descent required

· If caught in lightning, group sit out in safest zone (away from spark gaps and summits if possible)

	Notes

	· The safe use of ice axe and crampons must be taught before venturing into terrain where they may be necessary to make safe progress.  Participants in such ‘snow craft’ training sessions must wear helmets and the site carefully selected for a safe run out for ice axe braking practice. Crampons should not be worn during ice-axe braking practice.
· Climatic and underfoot conditions during the winter months are compounded by short daylight hours and the consequent implications for route length and group fitness.
· ‘Winter conditions’ cannot be defined by exact dates and the term therefore relates to:
· all occasions when the route or any part of it is covered in snow or ice which cannot be easily avoided 

· times when the existing or the forecast weather conditions for a route include near freezing temperatures with strong winds or persistent rain or snow

· Winter conditions can occur at any time of the year in the British mountains


