	Activity
	generic risk assessment – caving & mining
· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Falling objects – impact injuries

· Hazardous water – drowning / impact injuries

· Water borne diseases and pollution

· Cold water and conditions - hypothermia

· Terrain – trips, slips and falls
· Equipment failure
· Gas – suffocation and long term illness
· Light failure – getting lost / injuries

	Control Measures

	· Helmets worn by all participants

· Group briefed re. care with loose rock and equipment at pitch heads

· Route chosen to minimize risk of loose rock / stone fall

· Extreme care in old mineral mines re. False floors, stopes, props etc

· Likelihood and severity of flooding in cave / mine known

· Detailed current and forecast conditions taken into account during venue / activity choice 

· Downstream / underwater topography, including underwater obstructions and currents, checked prior to entry into water

· Swimming ability of individuals known / taken into account when planning activity / venue

· Activity structured to allow effective supervision at all times 

· Staff appropriately trained and equipped to deal with any individual(s) in difficulty

· Buoyancy aids worn for all trips where a fall/jump into deep water is possible

· Method of escape / safe areas identified prior to visit, including evacuation of casualty

· BCA or environment agency or local expertise consulted re pollution and environmental issues prior to site use

· Hands cleaned prior to eating

· Entry into water minimized or avoided in cold conditions 

· Rope / spotting used as appropriate to protect against falls

· Judicious belay selection for any ropework

· Only establishment-owned personal protective equipment (PPE) to be used.

· All PPE checked regularly (checks recorded) for wear and tear – damaged or suspect equipment taken out of use immediately

· Manufacturer’s guidelines followed with regard to life span of PPE

· Spare lighting carried in case of light failure

· In-situ anchors treated with caution unless full history is known – backed up and equalised with a placed piece of protection wherever possible

· Leader to carry out visual and physical checks of in-situ anchor prior to use  

· British Caving Association contacted to assess gas / radon issues 

· Limited exposure in high radon areas to ensure safe levels are not exceeded

	Notes

	


