	Activity
	generic risk assessment – Surfing & bodyboarding

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Undertow and general water hazards - drowning 
· Hypothermia
· Rips and offshore winds - drifting offshore
· Sudden changes in weather and water conditions
· Collision with fixed objects, rocks, other people, etc
· Sports injuries

	TYPICAL Ratios
	1:8 – 1:12

	Qualifications
	BSA Level 1 Coach

	Control Measures

	· Effective supervision by leader at all times – regular headcounts

· Ideally one adult in the water and one on the beach

· Buddy system recommended for group

· Buoyancy aids should be considered for beginners

· Steeply shelving beaches / dumping waves avoided

· Leaders know venue well and have ascertained level of risk from rips / undertow

· Water confidence of participants ascertained and session structured accordingly

· Appropriate wetsuits / protective clothing for season

· Defined and agreed surfing area

· Clear signal to call all participants back to shore                                        

· Foam boards for novices

· Effective form of rescue available on beach (extra board, throw line, etc)

· Nature of surf break known – gentle, sloping beach with spilling waves and no rocks ideal for novices

· Busy areas avoided 

· Participants warm up before session

	Notes

	· Water quality can vary around the coast. Check via local knowledge, surfing websites etc. 

· Small, ‘spilling’ waves around 1' are ideal for novices


