	Activity
	generic risk assessment - Improvised Rafting

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational 

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Drowning, 
· Capsizes, entrapment
· Lifting injuries
· Head injuries
· Slips, trips and falls
· Hypothermia
· Drifting offshore
· Collision with fixed objects

	TYPICAL Ratios
	1:8 – 1:12

	Qualifications
	· Suitable transferable qualification e.g. RYA Powerboat Level 2 or relevant canoe coach plus lifesaving award

	Control Measures

	· Detailed weather forecast

· Appropriate protective clothing 

· Buoyancy Aids / Lifejackets as appropriate

· Water confidence of participants ascertained

· Helmets recommended 

· Defined and agreed rafting area

· Effective communication

· Effective safety cover and agreed procedures

	Notes

	· This is perceived as a relatively low-key activity and thus not requiring technical skill nor experience on the part of the leader/instructor.  However the potential risk is as great as with other water activities.

· Participants may get over enthusiastic or ‘carried away’ whilst rafting.  It is important to maintain effective communication to get immediate attention of all participants should a problem occur.


