	Activity
	generic risk assessment – gorge walking / sea level traversing / coasteering

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Wet rock and vegetation / soil – trips, slips and falls

· Hazardous water – drowning, impact injuries, hypothermia
· Belay or equipment failure 
· Stone fall
· Water borne diseases and pollution

· Environmental damage to fragile plant communities (gorges) / bank erosion

	Control Measures

	· Rope / spotting used as appropriate to protect against falls

· Likelihood, cause and severity of flooding / ocean swell known by leader(s)

· Detailed current and forecast conditions / tidal information taken into account during venue choice to minimize risk from flooding, tide, ocean waves and strong currents. 

· Method of escape / safe areas identified prior to visit, including evacuation of casualty

· Depth of water and underwater obstructions checked prior to jumping / sliding into pools

· Downstream hazards checked prior to entering water

· Method to prevent young people being swept into danger used 

· Water confidence of individuals known / taken into account when planning activity / venue

· Buoyancy aids worn for all trips where a fall/jump into deep water is possible

· Judicious belay selection for any ropework, including tyrolean traverses 

· In-situ anchors treated with caution unless full history is known – backed up and equalised with a placed piece of protection wherever possible

· Leader to carry out visual and physical checks of in-situ anchor prior to use  

· Only establishment-owned personal protective equipment (PPE) to be used.

· All PPE checked regularly (checks recorded) for wear and tear – damaged or suspect equipment taken out of use immediately

· Manufacturer’s guidelines followed with regard to life span of PPE

· Appropriate protective / insulating clothing worn

· Climbing helmets worn by all participants

· Environment agency consulted re pollution and environmental issues prior to site use

· Hands washed in clean water prior to eating

· Gorge and route chosen to minimise impact on plants and banks – group stick to bare rock or watercourse 

	Notes

	Hazards associated with gorges and coastal areas vary enormously according to factors such as seriousness of terrain, escapability, predictability / rapidity of flooding / tidal changes / exposure to ocean swell. The same venue may present a different set of hazards on each visit according to water levels and swell conditions. A committing venue may appear to be benign in low water / small swell conditions but may change rapidly with weather changes. Floods/big swell may cause significant changes to the nature of the site. This highlights the importance of dynamic risk assessment. Assumptions should never be made that hazards at a venue will be as they were on any previous visit.


