	Activity
	generic risk assessment – fieldwork

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Proximity to water - drowning
· Rise in water levels, rivers or incoming tides - drowning
· Slips, trips and falls
· Hypothermia / Hyperthermia
· Falling objects
· Water borne diseases / pollution
· Injuries from equipment e.g. ranging poles, geology hammers
· Environmental damage by groups

	Control Measures


	· Detailed weather forecast including tide times for coastal locations

· Extreme caution with river studies in anything other than ankle deep water

· Appropriate protective clothing and footwear

· Care with high walls on castle and fortified town visits

· Be prepared to change planned activity in adverse conditions

· Helmets for all participants near cliff areas (geology excursions)

· Young people briefed and supervised re. safe use of equipment

· Eye protection if using geology hammers

· WCA / Environment agency consulted re pollution and environmental issues prior to site use

· Hands washed in clean water prior to eating

· Avoid damage to environment (eg soil pits, collection of samples etc.), particularly in sensitive areas e.g. SSSIs, nature reserves

	Notes


	· A number of recent accidents and fatalities have reflected an underestimation of the power of water and the effect of sudden immersion. River study sites should be carefully chosen beforehand and not used if water levels rise in a short period of time or beyond a safe level. Particularly hazardous and to be avoided is the unplanned entry into water by, for instance, a field work group going for an impromptu swim on a hot day. 


