	Activity
	generic risk assessment - Dinghy Sailing

· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Drowning, 
· Capsizes, entrapment
· Lifting injuries
· Head injuries (especially from booms)
· Slips, trips and falls
· Hypothermia
· Drifting offshore
· Collision with fixed objects
· Trapped fingers (winches, etc)
· Ropeburns
· Water borne pollution and diseases

	Control Measures

	· Buoyancy aids / lifejackets worn by participants as appropriate

· Water confidence of individuals known / taken into account when planning activity / venue

· Immediate headcount following capsize

· Participants briefed and supervised in safe lifting technique including working as a team to load and unload trailer

· Helmets recommended for single handed crafts with risk of collisions with boom (e.g. Toppers, Lasers)

· Suitable footwear worn by all group members to minimize risk of slips, trips and falls                                       

· Group appropriately equipped and clothed for venue/activity / water and air temperature

· Emergency equipment carried, including method to re-warm individuals 

· Consideration of actual and forecast wind and tidal flow to minimise risk of drifting offshore / into dangerous water

· Defined and agreed sailing area

· Effective fleet communication

· Appropriate safety boat in attendance 

· Environment agency or local expertise consulted re pollution and environmental issues prior to site use

· Hands cleaned prior to eating

· Individuals trained in operation of tackle to minimise risk of injury / rope burn

	Notes

	


