	Activity
	generic risk assessment - Winter Climbing
· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Slips, trips and falls
· Equipment or belay failure

· Cold related injuries
· Avalanches
· Snow blindness
· Benightment

	Control Measures

	· Group equipped and trained in the use of ice axe and crampons 

· Helmets for all participants

· Detailed weather forecast, weather history and avalanche report if available 

· Leader(s) competent in identifying likely avalanche-prone slopes

· Route chosen to avoid avalanche prone slopes

· Only establishment-owned personal protective equipment (PPE) to be used.

· All PPE checked regularly (checks recorded) for wear and tear – damaged or suspect equipment taken out of use immediately
· Manufacturer’s guidelines followed with regard to life span of PPE

· In-situ anchors treated with caution unless full history is known – backed up and equalised with a placed piece of protection wherever possible

· Leader to carry out visual and physical checks of in-situ anchor prior to use  

· Appropriate protective clothing 

· Eye protection worn

· Torches carried to allow group to get off the hill after dark

· Careful consideration of route / activity to minimise risk of unplanned benightment

· Appropriate equipment carried to allow whole group to shelter overnight in emergency 

· Group trained in bivvy techniques

	Notes

	


