	Activity
	generic risk assessment - Kayaking & Canoeing
· This adds to the risks outlined in the generic risk assessment - all off-site visits and must be read in conjunction with this.
· Leader qualifications and typical staff: pupil ratios are detailed in Appendix 21, Educational Visits  
N.B.: Risks and control measures outlined in this generic risk assessment are not comprehensive but are provided as a starting point for the visit leader when preparing a specific risk assessment for their visit(s). A blank specific risk assessment form is provided for this purpose in Appendix 24, Educational Visits.

	Hazards & associated risks
	· Drowning
· Lifting injuries
· Shoreline / banks - slips, trips, falls and cuts
· Hypothermia
· Drifting offshore
· Impact injuries – paddles / rocks etc
· Sports injuries
· Open canoes - swamping
· Water borne pollution and diseases

	Control Measures

	· Buoyancy aids worn by all participants

· Water confidence of individuals known / taken into account when planning activity / venue

· Throwlines carried for moving water trips

· Participants briefed and supervised in safe lifting technique including working as a team to portage boats / load and unload trailer

· Suitable footwear worn by all group members to minimize risk of slips, trips, falls and cuts.

· Route on shore chosen to minimise risk of slips, trips, falls and cuts

· Group appropriately equipped and clothed for venue/activity / water and air temperature

· Emergency equipment carried, including method to re-warm individuals 

· Consideration of actual and forecast wind and tidal flow to minimise risk of drifting offshore

· Helmets worn for all sessions with risk of collisions with others or fixed objects                                        

· Young people briefed and supervised to be careful with paddles

· Warm-up before session

· Towing or sailing rafted open canoes can lead to swamping – open canoes should be fitted with sufficient buoyancy to prevent sinking if swamping occurs

· Any tow or sail system must be quick release to allow instant abandonment if swamping likely

· Rafted open canoes should not be overloaded as this is more likely to lead to swamping

· WCA / Environment agency consulted re pollution and environmental issues prior to site use

· Hands cleaned prior to eating

	Notes

	· Local access agreements must be adhered to
· Rafted open canoes can provide a stable platform for initial paddling sessions or to cater for young people with particular needs.  Capsizes of rafted open boats are unlikely except in large or breaking waves or if loaded unusually on one side. If capsize does occur, rafts present more problems in righting and emptying than un-rafted boats.


